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9000 feet. The most important city and the capital of the whole
group is situated on the west coast of Luzon, and its name is
Manila. The Spaniards founded it in 1571, on the ruins of an
old Mohammedan settlement, and it is called after a weed, the
nilad, which grew abundantly all over the place. In the year 1590
it was given those walls which were to prove more endurable than
the rule of those who built them.
But even under the bad Spanish management Manila soon de-'
veloped into the most important commercial centre of the Far East.
The harbour was full of boats from China and Japan and India,
and even from faraway Arabia. They came to this port to exchange
their merchandise for the European products which the Spaniards
had brought to the Philippines by way of their Mexican possessions
in Central America. For, rather than risk the voyage across the
Indian Ocean and by way of the Cape, which would have exposed
them to the attacks of the British and the Dutch, the Spaniards
sent their vessels directly from Manila to the Gulf of Tehuantepec,
then carried the goods across the American isthmus, and on the
other side reloaded them into vessels that sailed for home by way
of Cuba and Porto Rico.
To the south of Luzon lie a dozen fairly large islands, of which
Samar and Panay (with the city of Iloilo, the second largest city
of the Philippines) and Ncgros and Ccbu are the best known.
To the south of these lies Mindanao, only a little smaller than
Luzon, and famous for the stubborn resistance with which the
natives, the Mohammedan Moros, have fought both Spaniard
and American to retain their independence. The biggest city of
Mindanao is Zamboanga, which faces the Sulu Sea, for, generally
speaking, the Philippines have always turned their back upon the
Pacific. Their real interests lay in the west, they traded with the
West, and it was from the West that they got their religion and
their first concepts of civilization. That they were discovered by
people who approached them from the east was pure accident
Magellan* who landed here in 1521, had merely taken this un-
usual route to settle a point of kw that was threatening difficulties
between his employer, the King of Spain, and the Pope. In 1494
tibc Pope, in order to make an end to all further strife between his